
Taboo!	
	
a. Game	setup:	
Players	are	divided	up	into	two	teams,	with	one	team	referred	to	as	Team	A	and	the	other	
team	referred	to	as	Team	B.	
	
One	person	from	Team	A	takes	a	card	and	places	the	first	card	away	from	his	team	so	that	
they	can’t	see	it.	Clue	cards	have	the	clue	word	on	the	top	of	the	card	and	the	taboo	words	
listed	below	the	clue	word.	Clue-givers	then	start	explaining	the	word	to	get	their	team	to	
say	the	guess-word	on	the	card	without	using	one	of	the	taboo	words	in	one	of	their	clues.		
	
If	a	taboo	word	is	used	then	Team	B	must	sound	the	buzzer	which	penalizes	Team	A	by	
causing	the	current	guess	card	to	go	into	the	discard	pile.	
	
Play	is	continued	until	time	runs	out.	Each	time	a	teammate	successfully	guesses	a	clue-
word,	a	new	card	is	placed	upon	the	old	and	each	card	in	this	pile	represents	one	point	for	
Team	A.	
	
b. Gameplay	and	Scoring:	
The	team	not	giving	clues	must	watch	for	Taboos	or	other	violations	of	the	rules.	If	they	
successfully	spot	a	rule	being	broken,	they	may	interrupt	play	and	very	briefly	explain	the	
infraction.	Clue-givers	must	place	the	current	card	into	the	discard	pile	and	draw	a	new	one.	
Each	card	in	the	discard	pile	represents	one	point	for	the	other	team.		
	
Once	time	runs	out,	the	teams	are	swapped	and	roles	are	reversed.	Once	each	player	has	
taken	a	turn	as	clue-give,	the	game	ends.	If	teams	are	uneven,	a	player	on	the	smaller	team	
will	be	clue-giver	twice.	
	
	 	



Pirate	
	

Treasure	
Hook	
Parrot	
Skull	
Island	

Magazine	
	

Article	
Feminine	
The	press	
Article	

God	
	

Creator	
Universe	
Religion	
Prayer	
Bible	

Palm	Tree	
	

Tropics	
Beach	
Coconut	
Tree	

Coat	
	

Outside	
Weather	
Rain	
Cold	

Bread	
	

Sandwich	
Bakery	
Flour	
Cheese	

Book	
	

Novel	
Write	
Author	
Story	

	

Hammer	
	

Nail	
Tool	

Auction	
Shark	

Debt	
	

Credit	card	
Borrow	
Bank	

Emergency	
	

Hospital	
Accident	
Blood	
Surgeon	

Bed	
	

Bedroom	
Sleep	
Double	
Make	

	

Piano	
	

Music	
Play	

Instrument	
Keys	

Cow	
	

Milk	
Animal	
Calves	
Udder	

	

Snake	
	

Reptile	
Dangerous	
Python	
Long	



Refrigerator	
	

Food	
Cold	
White	
Freezer	

Cake	
	

Birthday	
Dessert	
Candles	
Cream	

Snowman	
	

Snow	
Children	
Winter	
Ice	

Sun	
	

Yellow	
Hot	

Global	Warming	
Planet	

Rubber	
	

Rub	
Erase	
Pencil	

Scissors	
	

Paper	
Cut	
Pair	
Craft	

Monkey	
	

Animal	
Banana	
Jungle	
Swing	

Letter	
	

Envelope	
Write	
Stamp	
Business	

Pilot	
	

Aeroplane	
Fly	

Captain	
Uniform	

Sofa	
	

Chair	
Living	Room	
Cushions	

Comfortable	
Coffee	

	
Drink	
Cafe	
Milk	

Espresso	
	

Suit	
	

Jacket	
Tie	

Trousers	
Formal	
Business	

Wine	
	

Red	
White	

Vineyard	
Grapes	
Alcohol	

	
	
	

Apple	
	

Red	
Green	
Fruit	
Juice	



Honeymoon	
	

Marriage	
Vacation	
Travel	
Exotic	

Housekeeper	
	

Clean	
Laundry	
Iron	

Chores	
White	House	

	
President	
Home	
Building	

Washington	DC	
White	

Jail	
	

Law	
Penalty	
Police	
Illegal	
Bars	

Knee	
	

Body	
Walk	
Joint	
Legs	
Two	

Pizza	
	

Pepperoni	
Italy	

Tele	Pizza	
Cheese	
Tomato	

Marilyn	Monroe	
	

Actress	
Hollywood	
Symbol	
Actress	

White	Dress	
Kennedy	

Politician	
	

Public	
Official	

Representative	
Vote	
Elect	

Ghost	
	

Scared	
White	
Fly	

Haunted	
Dead	

Ninja	
	

Fight	
Karate	
Mutant	
Green	
Turtles	

Carrot	
	

Orange	
Vegetable	

Long	
Crunchy	

Jog	
	

Run	
Walk	
Park	

Morning	
Fast	

	
	


